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New Money and Old Money from the Book the Great Gatsby
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald by symbolism explores the various social classes of people; "old money and new money." The old money referred to the character of people with a vast history of fortunes and property spanning in their family and passed from one generation to another.  They have continued to pile up very powerful as well as influential social connections that tend to hide their wealth as well as superiority behind a veneer of civility. On the flick side, the “new money” describes that class of people that created their fortunes within their generations. These people are deemed to lack social connections and usually would tend to overcompensate themselves and lavishly display their wealth. The Great Gatsby explores the significant roles in the divide between the old and new money in characters portrayed.
In the Great Gatsby, money is the motivating factor in determining the character's relationships, motivations as well as the outcomes. They described themselves as either too materialistic and driven by money as well as material things. Daisy accepts to stay with Buchanan due to the lifestyle that he could afford to provide him. Gatsby lusts Daisy as though she is a prize waiting for owners. This is because all she cared for was money. Her voice was "full of money—that was the inexhaustible charm that rose and fell in it, the jingle of it, the cymbals' song of it. . .. High in a white palace, the king's daughter, the golden girl. ..." (7.106).  
Money can either be new and old, just like anything else. Some in the united states wealthy flows in their bloodline for the longest time in history. The Great Gatsby described the attitude of people with old money and contrasted with new money. Persons with new money are greedy and egotistical. Whereas, those with old money are considered conservative. Tom Buchanan is depicted to possess incredible tastes, especially when examining the beauty of his home.  Fitzgerald (p6) portrays Buchanan as an example of Old Money character. This is because he originated from a very wealthy family but did not have to earn his fortunes compared to Jay Gatsby did.
On the other side, Jay Gatsby's character portrays an example of new money as his family is unpopular throughout the book as being absurdly luxurious and prestigious. His success is attributed to his creation by selling illegal alcohol and was not a result of a wealthy family. Unlike Buchanan, Jay Gatsby fortunes are looked down upon at this time because it was often acquired from the questionable background. A physical divide is represented here where Buchanan wealth is believed to offer Daisy Prestige as well as social protection. However, Gatsby's wealth is considered to have been earned quickly; hence, it can easily vanish. "His family was enormously wealthy, even in college his freedom with money was a matter for reproach-but now he'd left Chicago and come East in a fashion that rather took your breath away: for instance, he brought down a string of polo ponies from Lake Forest." Upon returning home and discovering that Daisy was already married, he accumulated enough money to win Daisy, who only cared about the money but the Gatsby as himself. This is because they would party together and spend money together. However, when Gatsby died, she never showed up.  
Fitzgerald portrayed a theoretical divide in the exploration of the old money and new money. New money people like Gatsby are described as vulnerable people. Tom Buchanan and Daisy were kept together by money as well as the power that came along it. Although, Tom and Daisy smashed up things and creatures they could quickly retract back into their money or even their vast carelessness while letting other people clean the mess, they placed themselves. "wherever people played polo and were rich together," and are able to very quickly pick up and leave at the end of the book after the murders, thanks to the protection their money provides (1.17). Although Gatsby and Daisy were kept together by fortunes, they would not guarantee her comfort and social position as that of Buchanan. She even breaks down in tears after Gatsby shows off his ridiculously expensive set of colored shirts, crying that she's "never seen such beautiful shirts" before (5.118). This is illustrated by the fact that Daisy would not even attend Gatsby's funeral as they were only attached to the wealth, parties but not to the man himself.  
In conclusion, old money and new money describes the attitude of the character. The people with a rich history do not display and show off their lavish lifestyles, but live descent lives. Lavish lifestyles characterize Rich people who created their money recently. Moreover, they want to do things for recognition. The lifestyles of Buchanan and Gatsby describes the lifestyle of wealthy people. Although the Buchanan family has a long history of wealth, he does not live lavishly as Gatsby, who created his wealth by selling illegal alcohol. This is illustrated when he vows to create wealthier to earn Daisy lust, who was already married.  
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